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Citizens Ask Jefferson County Commissioners To Rename “Jap Road”

Because the term “Jap” is considered a racial slur to many people, the Texas Honor Committee will plead with Jefferson County Commissioners on Monday, July 19, 2004, to rename the road. Jefferson County Judge Carl Griffith scheduled the meeting in the Jefferson County Courthouse, 1149 Pearl Street in Beaumont, at 1:30 p.m.

Various civil rights groups have been campaigning to change the name since 1993, pointing out that Japanese-Americans find “Jap” to be just as insulting as “nigger” or “gook.” In 1986, the United States Congress passed Congressional Resolution 290 which declared “Jap” to be racially offensive.

One alternative is to rename the road after the Japanese family, surnamed Mayumi, that once lived there. A handful of Japanese immigrants settled in the Beaumont area 100 years ago, mostly as farmers, turning Texas into a major rice-producing state. The Japanese families built schools and churches and were warmly accepted by their neighbors.

Jefferson County Commissioners have held that the road name was never meant to be insulting and point out that some of the people who live on the road do not want the name changed.

Organizations supporting the Texas Honor Committee’s efforts include the Japanese-American Citizens League, the Anti-Defamation League, the League of United Latin American Citizens, the Urban League, the Organization of Chinese Americans, the Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium, the Asian Pacific American Heritage Association, the American Jewish Committee, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the Go-for-Broke National Veterans Association, and the 36th Infantry Association.

###

Daniel H. Watanabe, Coordinator, Texas Honor Project  Committee, 7418 Aqua Lane, Houston, TX 77072

Page 2

