SUPPOSE YOU ARE A JAPANESE-AMERICAN AND YOU SEE

A ROAD SIGN THAT SAID “JAP ROAD.”

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR REACTION?

                   Is not this road name just as bad as having “Nigger Road”?

There is a street called JAP ROAD in Jefferson County, near Beaumont, Texas.
Back in 1993, a then-local resident Sandra Tanamachi began a campaign to have the name changed, but it was without success as the local residents chose to keep “Jap Road.”  After making inquiries to Federal, State, and County level governmental offices, we found that the name change depended solely upon the County Commissioners.  Jefferson County Commissioners then told us it depended upon the will of local residents who continued to claim that JAP ROAD was not a racial slur and that it actually recognized and honored a Japanese family (Mayumi) who once lived on that road.

Throughout the years, hundreds of letters and pleas were made and sent to the County Commissioners.  These included U.S. Senators and Congressmen (from Texas and other states).  Organizations included:

Japanese-American Citizens League (JACL)  Anti-Defamation League

League of United Latin American Citizens     Urban League  American Jewish Committee

Organization of Chinese Americans
   Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium

Asian Pacific American Heritage Association    

National Assn. for the Advancement of Colored People   

Go-For-Broke National Veterans Association 36th Infantry Division Association

On July 28, 1986, the U.S. Congress passed Congressional Resolution 290 which stated that the term “Jap” is racially offensive.

On April 28, 1993, the Hon. James P. Turner, then Acting Assistant Attorney General of the Civil Rights  Division, U.S. Department of Justice, sent a letter to the County Commissioners.  Nothing developed from this effort.

It is history that 100 years ago, Japanese immigrants arrived in Texas and some settled in the Beaumont area.  They developed and farmed the land, and made Texas a rice-producing state.  They built schools and churches and contributed to the local community.  During WWII, the all-Japanese-American 442nd Regimental Combat Team rescued the Texas 36th Infantry’s lost battalion which was surrounded by German troops. In so doing, they lost 300 men to rescue 256 Texans.

What can be done about this?   Jefferson County Judge Carl Griffth has asked that all interested parties come and address the Commissioners Court on Monday, July 19, in Beaumont, Texas, and to voice their opinions on why Jap Road should be renamed.  Volunteers will attend this meeting.  We would like to obtain your voice saying “Please change the name of Jap Road,” by your signing a PETITION on the form below so we can submit it to the Court that day.

Why do this?
  Because Jap Road dishonors the memory of the Japanese Americans who have lived there, fought for the country, and contributed to the community.  To support the name change is to respect and honor our fair-play traditions that makes us proud of Texas.   It is an issue for all Texans.

This campaign is endorsed by the following: (In alphabetical order)

Charles Foster, Chairman, Asia Society Texas Center

Glen Gondo, President-elect, Japan America Society of Houston

George Hirasaki,  President, Japanese American Citizens League, Houston Chapter

M.J. Khan, Houston City Councilman

Mari Okabayashi, past President, JACL, Treasurer OCA

Howard Lindsay, Treasurer, JACL

Charles Medlin, attorney, and Joyce Kawahata, Texas Honor Committee

Gordon Quan, Houston City Councilman and Mayor Pro Tem

Sandra Tanamachi, Coordinator for “Committee to Change Jap Road”

Daniel Watanabe, past president of JACL, and Japan America Society

Will you complete and sign the following form, and mail it back to me (address shown above) or FAX it to me (281-498-1949) TODAY?






Respectfully submitted,






Daniel H. Watanabe, Ph.D.






Coordinator, Texas Honor Project ad hoc committee

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cut here

PETITION

To: Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.  County Judge, Jefferson County Courthouse, 1149 Pearl Street,     
Beaumont, TX 77704-4025

I urge the Commissioners Court to drop the use of “Jap” from the road so named in Jefferson County, because the term today has become a racially offensive one to all Japanese-Americans and Americans in general.  To take this action by the County will bring honor to our State of Texas, to America, and to the descendents of the pioneer families who settled on this land.

Name printed:________________________ Signature____________________________

Residing in _____________________County, State of ___________________________  

Telephone number_____________________ Date:______________________________

Please return this form to Daniel Watanabe (address shown above) before Monday, July 17, 2004, by first class mail or via FAX 281-498-1949.  If you can scan your Petition, you may try e-mail.  Thank you.

SPECIAL NOTICE

1. Each adult in your family can sign a separate petition.

2. You may reproduce the Petition portion and use.

3. Please pass this on to your friends.

 This is time sensitive, please mail back immediately.
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