July 4, 2004

�Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr. 

County Judge, Jefferson County Courthouse 

1149 Pearl Street 

Beaumont, TX 77704-4025



Dear Judge Griffith:



On this day of our Nation’s birth in 1776 and in the Spirit of America, we urge the Commissioners Court to drop the use of "Jap" from the road so named in Jefferson County, TX because the term is racially offensive to Americans of Japanese ancestry, to Americans in general, and to all good people everywhere.



To take this action by the County will bring honor and respect to the State of Texas, to the America we all love and adore, and to the descendants of the pioneer families who settled on this land over a hundred years ago.



Since World War II, a strong bond has existed between the Nisei (second generation Japanese Americans) veterans and Texas’ veterans.  This came about when, in late October of 1944, the Nisei soldiers of the 100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team were ordered to rescue the members of the “Texas Lost Battalion” who had been surrounded by the Germans and were destined for annihilation.  Our friend, Henry Izumizaki of Watsonville, was one of 184 Niseis killed in that successful rescue.  Over 600 others were wounded.  They rescued 211 surviving Texans.  Henry’s mother was our town’s “Gold Star Mother” until her death.  You honor the memory of Henry Izumizaki and the other 183 Nisei killed by removing that name, “Jap Road.”  



In 1988, our President of the United States was reminded of the Masuda Family Story.  During WW II, the Masuda family could not get their hero son, Sergeant Kazuo Masuda, buried in the military cemetery in Westminster, Orange County (California) because it was segregated.  “No Japs are allowed!”  General Joseph W. “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell came to assist the Masuda family.  He pinned the Distinguished Service Cross on Mary Masuda, a sister, while on the steps of their shack home in Talbert, Orange County, California.  



Louise Allbritton, a Texas girl and a motion picture actress, told how the Texas battalion was rescued.  Also accompanying the general were the actors Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr., and one who was a commissioned a US Army captain.  



Of the event, the young actor-turned-captain stated,  “Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of one color.  America stands unique in the world, the only country not founded on a race, but on a way—an ideal.  Not in spite of, but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the strength in the world.  That is the American way.”  The young actor-officer was Ronald Reagan.  



We are grateful to President Ronald Reagan, the Nisei soldiers of the 100th/442nd RCT and of the Military Intelligence Service (the MIS fought against the Japanese) of WW II, and to all who fought and sacrificed for us during WW II.



Please remove that derogatory name from the road and replace it with an uplifting and deserving name that truly honors America and reflects upon the greatness that is America.  



Sincerely,







Mas Hashimoto and Marcia Hashimoto

578 Vivienne Drive

Watsonville, CA. 95076






