July 9, 2004

The Honorable Commissioners of Jefferson County, Texas
c/o The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.
Jefferson County Judge
Jefferson County Courthouse
1149 Pearl Street
Beaumont, TX 77704

To the Honorable Commissioners of Jefferson County, Texas:

During World War II, we Japanese-American soldiers of the 100th/442nd
Regimental Combat Team fought in Italy, France and Germany, not only
against the Axis enemy but also against the racial prejudice and
injustice that we faced within our own country, America.  We fought to
prove our loyalty and the right to be considered first-class citizens.
Our men fought without hesitation, with courageous action, and
extraordinary valor.  We also took part in saving the Texas "Lost
Battalion" at great sacrifice to our own ranks.
To hear the term "Jap  Road" sounds not only derogatory, but also it
defeats the war  against racial prejudice.  For our fallen comrades we
cannot let their supreme sacrifices be in vain.  Therefore, to right a
wrong, we hereby urge you to remove the word "Jap" and to change this
designation to one that is not offensive and is acceptable to the
local authorities and residents--"Japanese Road."
Sincerely,


Denis K. Teraoka, President
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans

