TO: COMMISSIONERS, BEAUMONT, TEXAS
FR: REBECCA FULLERTON TANIGUCHI
RE: JAP STREET NAME CHANGE
DATE JULY 8, 2004

It has been brought to my attention that past efforts to change the name of "Jap 
Street" have been turned down for many reasons, one being a perception that the 
Japanese-American community is not unified on exactly what name would be a 
better choice.

Having heard this, I almost regret suggesting in my previous letter that the 
name be changed to Tanamachi Street in honor of Beamont's own member of the 
442nd--or even my later thought that "442nd Street" might be better because the 
name is a simple number and honors the entire unit that risked  and lost so much 
to save the Texans of the Lost Battalion 60 years ago this October.

That said, I emphasize that the choice of a new name is up to you.  Please do 
not excuse yourselves from a change because of any perceived lack of unity about what the new name should be. 

A final thought, still....The year 2004, the 60th anniversary of the 442nd's rescue of the Lost Battalion, provides a perfect opportunity to honor your own community's participation in that illustrious battle.

As the veterans themselves might say, "Go for broke!"

With best wishes,

Rebecca Fullerton Taniguchi

