From: VTAKAHASHI@aol.com 

To: president@whitehouse.gov 

Cc: ttshima@worldnet.att.net ; Stanamachi@aol.com ; ksyamashita@earthlink.net ; RSKIMIN@aol.com 

Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2004 11:54 PM

Subject: Renaming of "Jap Road" to "Japanese Road" in Beaumont, Texas

Dear Mr. President,

    I continue to pull for you in the upcoming election as an active member of the RNC.  In this capacity and as a Japanese American (Nikkei) veteran of WW II and the Korean War, I request your attention to a matter of great concern to the Nikkei community in this country.

    In the 1960's a road in Beaumont which had the official name of "Old Farm  Road" became "Jap Road" ostensibly "to honor" an early Japanese rice farmer who lived there.  For the last 12 years or more, some local Japanese Americans have attempted to get the name changed to "Japanese Road" as "Jap" is an insulting and derisive term, but they have had no results, and have reached out to the larger Nikkei community.  Now, Jefferson County Judge Carl Griffith has set Monday, July 19th, 2004 for a hearing on why the street should be renamed.

    As a combat infantry veteran and a minority RNC member I respectfully request that you look into this matter.  As a Texan and former governor of that great state I know you would not approve of this derogatory term continuing to be used as a street name.  I hope you can use the weight of your office to facilitate this change.

    The presiding judge is:  The Honorable Carl R. Griffeth, Jr

                                      Jefferson Co. Judge, Jefferson Co. Courthouse

                                      1149 Pearl St.

                                      Beaumont, TX 77704

                                      cgriffith@co.jefferson.tx.us
                                                        

                                                        Respectfully,

                                                            Gene J. Takahashi

                                                            32 Mayflower Pkwy

                                                            Westport, CT 06880
