The Honorable Commissioners of Jefferson County, Texas

1149 Pearl Street

Beaumont, TX  77704

            Carl R. Griffith Jr., County Judge

            Jimmie P. Cokinos

            Mark L. Domingue

            Waymon D. Hallmark

            Everette Bo Alfred

 
Re:  Jap Road 

 
Dear Honorable Commissioners:


A road by any name is still a road, but the identity of the road could provoke different reactions from people of different backgrounds and generations.  Your Jap Road is a case in point.  It was meant to honor Mr. Yoshio Mayumi, a pioneer rice farmer.  However, the term, Jap, has turned to be a very offensive and derogatory term after World War II. 


I have no connections in Texas, except to say that I took my U.S. Army basic training at Camp Wolters near Mineral Wells, Texas, before I was sent to Military Intelligence Service Language School (MISLS) at Fort Snelling, Minnesota.  We, the Japanese American soldiers, were treated with much respect at both places.


We would appreciate it very much if you could change Jap Road to Japanese Road to honor not just Mr. Mayumi, but all the Japanese American soldiers who were casualties in the heroic rescue of the Texas 36th Division in France during WWII.
 

                                                            Yours very sincerely,
 

                                                            Kenichi Sato

                                                            MIS veteran

