July 1, 2004

Carl R. Griffith, Jr.

County Judge

Jefferson County Courthouse

1149 Pearl Street

Beaumont, TX 77704-4025

The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.,

Thank you for scheduling the July 19 hearing regarding the issue of “Jap Lane” in Jefferson County.

As a third-generation Japanese American born and raised in Oregon, I was taught to respect people of different backgrounds and ethnicities. It was instilled in most of us kids that racial slurs were completely unacceptable and we were often lectured about the use of “dirty” words. One of those is the word “Jap”.

Since World War II, that word has been and continues to be offensive, demeaning, and derogatory to every Japanese American. In today’s world, it should be obvious that using an offensive racial slur in a road name continues the stereotyping and prejudice against all Americans of Japanese ancestry.

Sincerely,

Rich Iwasaki

Co-president

Japanese American Citizens League/Portland Chapter

----

40 SW 147th Pl

Beaverton, OR  97006

(503) 242-1380

rich@riwasaki.com

