Japanese American Citizens League

P    O    R    T    L    A    N    D        C    H    A   P    T    E    R

July 1, 2004

Carl R. Griffith, Jr.

County Judge, Jefferson County Courthouse

1149 Pearl Street

Beaumont, TX 77704-4025

REF:
Jap Road

The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.


Thank you for placing on the Jefferson Commissioners Court agenda July 19 a hearing on the road name of “Jap Lane” in Jefferson County.  This road name as well as “Jap Lane” in Orange County is of great concern to Japanese Americans

As an American of French Canadian decent, it’s incomprehensible to me why anyone would have difficulty to understand that the word “Jap” is now considered a slur, and has been since World War II,  notwithstanding that when the roads were named….it had no such negative meaning.

I also don’t like “outsiders” telling me what to do either…but the correct course of action in this matter seems to be very clear to me.  Let’s change the name to something more appropriate.






Sincerely,






Chip Larouche






Co-President/Treasurer






Portland, JACL


12811 SE Hawks Crest Place, Portland OR  97236

