      
July 15, 2004

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY



Dear Commissioners:

I am a long time resident of Jefferson County and the father of two teen-age
boys.  I am here to express my concern about the continued use of the
racially insensitive phrase "Jap Road".  In addition to being an
embarrassment to our community, the use of this phrase is teaching the wrong
lesson to my children.  It is difficult to effectively teach my children the
harm caused to themselves and their community by the use of racial slurs and
stereotypes when their community leaders endorse the use of same.

I don't pretend to know whether the road was originally named "Jap Road" out
of respect for the Japanese-Americans who lived on the road or for other,
less laudable, reasons.  What I do know is that the original reason is
irrelevant, the road's name is offensive not only to people of Japanese
decent but to all of us who want to live in a world where your worth is not
measured by the color of your skin.

I encourage you to make a positive move for our children and our community. 

Sincerely,



Tom Oxford

