407 Willow Vista Dr.

El Lago, Texas 77586

<knatalie@ev1.net>

July 12, 2004

The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.

County Judge, Commissioners Court

Jefferson County Courthouse

1149 Pearl Street

Beaumont, TX 77704-4025

Fax: (409) 839-2311

cgriffith@co.jefferson.tx.us 

RE:
Jap Road

Dear Judge Griffith:

I write to urge your support in renaming Jap Road in Jefferson County.  Like the N-word, the use of Jap is pejorative and derogatory and has been recognized by Congressional Resolution 290 to be racially offensive.  Its use certainly does not honor those Japanese families that settled the area, made the land productive and provided an economic livelihood for the region.

Roads are often renamed and signage changed.  It’s not a difficult task when the postal service allows dual names for a period of time.  That has happened here with the renaming of many FM numbered roads as well as NASA Road One, now NASA Parkway.

I recognize the reluctance of those who will be changing their addresses.  Perhaps they do not understand the depth of consternation those of us of Japanese ancestry feel when encountering this slur.  Originally used to demean and demonize a race of people, continued usage of this racial slur should not be condoned by elected officials, innocent though it may seem. 

This has become a national issue and an embarrassment to this Texan.  Allowing this issue to be placed on the July 19 Jefferson Commissioners Court agenda is appreciated.  Now, I join in urging your leadership with your commissioners in righting this wrong. 

Respectfully,

K. Natalie Ong

Council Member, City of El Lago, Texas

Copy to:  
Congressman Nick Lampson


Congressman Tom DeLay


Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison


Senator John Cornyn


George Hirasaki, Houston Chapter, Japanese-American Citizens League

