To: 1. Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.
            Jefferson County Judge
        2. Honorable Jimmie P. Cokinos
            Commissioner, Precinct, 1
        3. Honorable Mark L. Domingue
            Commissioner, Precinct 2
         4. Honorable Waymon D. Hallmark
            Commissioner, Precinct 3
          5. Honorable Everette Alfred
            Commisioner, Precinct 4
             My name is Sam Mitsui, a member of the Nisei Veterans Committee(NVC)  of Seattle, WA. I am also the NVC Newsletter Consultant. During WW II, I served with the U.S. Army Counter Intelligence Corps and also took basic training at Camp Walters, Texas.
After Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941, I was put into the Tule Lake Concentration Camp, for no other reason, than, I was of Japanese ancestry and could not be trusted. Gen. De Witt, Commander of the Western Defense Command said, “ A “Jap” is a “Jap”, citizen or not, they will never change and cannot be trusted”. He was proven wrong, when 33,000 Japanese Americans served in the U.S. Military during WW II and 800 Japanese Americans were killed in action during WW II.
Being called a “Jap” is like calling a Black Person, a “Nigger”.  Words do harm you and being called a “Jap”, many times during WW II, has left scars that will be with me for the rest of my life. Therefore, the proposed name of “Japanese Road” would be acceptable for me. An alternate name would be “ 442nd Regiment” in honor of Sandra’s uncle and the heroes who rescued the Texas “Lost Battalion”, 36th Div., in the Vosges Mts. of Southern France, during WW II.
                                    Sincerely,
                                    Sam Mitsui-Nisei Veterans Committee- Seattle, WA
                        e-mail: matsarelli@comcast.net       
