Dear Honorable Commissioners,
 

    By way of introduction, I am an attorney who has practiced law for the past 30 years and am currently a partner in the law firm of Minami, Lew and Tamaki in San Francisco, California  At the risk of appearing unacceptably egotistic, I will describe some of my activities during those years as an active supporter of equal rights.  I have served as a Commissioner on the California Fair Employment and Housing Commission, as Chair of the Civil Liberties Public Education Fund (established to educate Americans about the incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II), as a member of the California State Bar Commission on Judicial Nominees, as a founder of the Asian Law Caucus, Inc., a community interest law firm, as a founder of the Asian American Bar Association and as President of the Asian Pacific Bar of California.  

 

    I have also actively litigated civil rights cases, most notably Korematsu vs. United States, a lawsuit to overturn the 40 year-old conviction of a Japanese American man who resisted the World War II military orders directed against Japanese Americans.  This past year the American Bar Association graciously awarded me the Thurgood Marshall Award for civil rights.  Again, I only recite these qualifications to provide some background for the basis of my support for changing the name of "Jap Road".

 

    I grew up in Southern California.  My parents were second generation Japanese Americans who worked hard to provide for their family.  I never saw them break a law yet they were imprisoned along with my then one-year old brother as "security threats" in horse stalls and later, at Rohwer Arkansas during World War II.  They never received notice of any charges, a trial or the right to an attorney.  After they were released from "camps", they returned to Southern California to rebuild their lives.  It was difficult, especially with two other children (I was the youngest) but they worked hard and remained good citizens.

 

    They rarely talked about the "camps" and only after Congress began considering redress and an apology to Japanese Americans for their incarceration in the 80's did they open up to their children.  They talked about the virulent racism of the time before and after Pearl Harbor, of being called "Japs" and being spat upon as they walked down the street or participated in athletic contests.  They recounted signs and headlines about "Japs" with derogatory and demeaning text.  To them, being called a "Jap" was the same as an African American being called a "Nigger".  They never let us say that word in our house.

 

    I am third generation, a lawyer with my own firm and active our minority communities and the larger American community.  Yet, I can recall vividly the epithet yelled at me not so long ago by young white men in passing cars, "Jap go home" on several occasions.  The word stings and recalls the ignominy and shame of the discrimination my parents and grandparents experienced.  It is a pernicious racial slur and its sting does not lose its bite because there were historical reasons for naming a street with such a slur.  No one would tolerate a "Nigger Road" or a "Spic Road" despite some historical basis for such a name.

 

    I appeal to the better angels who make decisions to appreciate what this word represents and to understand that so many of us in this great American community simply cannot and will not rest until this name is changed.  Thank you for your consideration.
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