July 16, 2004

MEMO:  Jimmie P. Cokinos
       Mark L. Domingue
       Waymon D. Hallmark
       Everette Alfred
       Carl R. Griffith
       COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
       JEFFERSON COUNTY 
       1149 Pearl Street
       Beaumont, Texas 77701

FROM:  Mariagnes Aya Medrud
       3155 Stanford Avenue
       Boulder, Colorado 80305

RE:    Renaming of "Jap" Road

As a Japanese American who was imprisoned in a U.S. Department of Interior  concentration camp in Idaho during World War II, I read with dismay that you have a road named "Jap" in Beaumont, Texas.  My dismay turned to outrage when I learned that you have been unwilling to change the name to something more fitting.  I am a member of the Board of the Mile High Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League in Denver.  I am, however, speaking for myself in expressing concern that you do not understand the perjorative nature of the word "Jap".  I believe we are a nation which values all people. The United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights guarantees that all of us have the right to expect to be treated in a civil manner.  Continuing to accept a road named "Jap" in Jefferson County is an affront to me as a citizen of the United States of America.  Regardless of citizenship, Japanese Americans were imprisoned during World War II because we were considered "Japs" and not to be trusted.  Thousands of Japanese Americans volunteered to serve in the U.S. military, volunteering from these concentration camps.  The 442nd Infantry Regiment was an all volunteer U.S. Army unit consisting of Japanese American GI's. It was the regiment sent into the forests of Vosges to rescue a beseiged Texas National Guard battalion, known in history as the Lost Battalion.  The 442nd Regiment suffered over 800 casualties to rescue some 200 of the Lost Battalion.  Can you honor those who lost their lives in rescuing the Texas Lost Battalion during WWII by refusing to rename "Jap" Road?  
       
