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Editor

Beaumont Enterprise

P.O. Box 3071

Beaumont, TX 77704

 

Dear Editor:

 

On July 19, 2004, at the Jefferson County Courthouse the Commissioners will meet for a hearing on the "Jap" Road issue which has been in contention for over twelve years.  I am an outsider in the sense that I do not live in the community but I find it necessary to become involved since it is an Japanese American issue and the racist term "Jap."  

 

Many do not understand why we feel so offended when we hear people using that term or to see it upon signs.  The dictionary defines it as a racial slur.  "Jap" is not an abbreviation but rather an abberation.  The correct abbreviation is "Jpn."

 

Why is is this term so offensive to us?  Simply put it is a racial epithet hatefully perpetrated against us.  In the past other minorities suffered similar  treatment in this country.  And racial name callings are usually the beginning of race riots which has happened in the past.  If you are a minority you will certainly know how this feels.

 

The history of the term "Jap" goes back to the beginning of the 20th century when the Japanese immigrants first arrived on the West Coast.  They were first "invited" by labor contractors to work in the fields and mines in slave labor like conditions.  In th beginning it was a term to demean and then became racial.  It was picked up by the politicians, newspapers, radio, racist organizations used against these law abiding hard working immigrants in example:  "'Japs' go back to where you came from."

 

The people did not have much recourse in a hostile environment since by law they could not become naturalized citizens, own property, restriction on certain licenses, miscegination laws, forced to live in Japantowns, etc.  Yet they persevered and believed in this country.

 

Then with World War II, 120,000 Japanese Americans were unjustly incarcerated into America's concentration camps with the hounding hateful chorus of "Japs" being blasted from the media and the racists.  Initially the Japanese American boys were refused to serve in the armed forces but when this was lifted thousands some out of the camps answered the call to arms.  The Japanese Americans since the Spanish American War in 1898 and to the current Iraq War gave their lives fighting for America.  During WW II over 800 Japanese Americans were KIA in the Pacific Theater and the ETO fighting with the highly decorated but  segregated all Japanese American 442nd Inf. RCT.  They fought and some to die not as "Japs" but as Americans.

 

During the 1930s when it was named "Jap" Road it is certain that the good people of Jefferson County of that period did not know it was a racist term.  I am sure they were God fearing hard working good people thinking this was the proper way to honor the Japanese immigrant farmers.   Certainly they were not bigots. However, some of the people living now in the county seem to not understand our historic situation.  An ideal solution is to rename that road to "Mayumi" Road after a late Japanese pioneer farmer of the county.  In this way everyone is honored for the road name will change from a symbol of hate to that of love.

 

The people and the news media on the West Coast no longer use the term "Jap" due to its racist origin.  One of the worst offender was the Hearst newspapers.  It is heartening to see that your newspaper, a Hearst publication, supports our cause.  Times change and time heals.  They have all learned that there is no place for racism whether in words or in action.  If these monolithic institutions from the past can learn then we hope the people of Jefferson County will too. 

 

As the date of the hearing nears the eyes of the Japanese Americans all over the nation will be upon Jefferson County, TX, watching to see if the people will understand, be above politics and justice prevail.  This is our hope.

 

Yours truly,

 

Stanley N. Kanzaki

New York, NY                    

