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	                                                                           July 4, 2004

Carl R. Griffith, Jr., County Judge

Jefferson County Courthouse

1149 Pearl Street

Beaumont, TX  77704-4025

Dear Judge Griffith:

On behalf of some of America’s finest citizens, the Japanese American veterans of World War II and later conflicts, I respectfully request your support in changing the name of a road in your county that is patently offensive.

I believe by now that you are informed of the facts surrounding “Jap Road.”   Sometimes history is relevant, and sometimes it merely detracts from the central issue.  To the Japanese Americans veterans who sacrificed their blood for this country, and famously for a Texas unit in such measure that your great state declared them honorary citizens in 1963, it is a vulgar symbol that contravenes the principles for which they fought.

From the perspective of Texas, I hope that the local citizens understand that the media of this country will not look at this issue in any way that makes their stance honorable, an example of Jeffersonian principle or anything else that may be deemed noble in intent.  On the contrary, the issue makes your county appear ignorant, bigoted and, at best, backward.  Having worked near Beaumont as a soldier, I know this is not the case.

I would appreciate your support in resolving this issue quickly and quietly by renaming the road.  I look forward to being able to inform some of the most valiant veterans this nation has ever produced on your efforts in this matter.

With sincere regards,

Bert Mizusawa

President 


