TO: Honorable Commissioners of Jefferson County, Texas                        July 3, 2004

      It is my understanding that a hearing is scheduled to be held at your Court House in Jefferson County on Monday, July 19th regarding the changing of the street name, “Jap Road” . I also understand that there are objections to the change by residents of Jefferson County on the basis that the naming of the street “Jap Road” was to honor a Japanese pioneer rice farmer Yoshio Mayumi and that “Jap’ was an abbreviation of “Japanese”.

    During WWII, “Jap” was indiscriminately used against not only the enemy ,but also against  U.S. born Japanese Americans, so much so  that it became an insulting and derogatory term. In July 1986, Resolution 290 passed both houses of Congress stating that 

“the term “Jap” is racially derogatory and is offensive”. Therefore, the existence today of the “Jap Street” is racially derogatory and is offensive to all Japanese Americans. Isn’t it within the powers of the County Commissioners to change derogatory and offensive street signs, as defined by the U.S. Congress?

     Of special interest is the life of a local resident, Saburo Tanamachi, who went to school in Beaumont, TX . He was inducted into the U.S. Army and was assigned to the famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team. During the rescue of a battalion of the Texas 36th Division, named the “The Lost Battalion”, Saburo Tanamachi was killed in action on October 29, 1944 on Hill 617 in the Vosges Forest near Biffontaine, France. On June 4, 1948, he and Pfc Fumitake Nagato were buried in Arlington Cemetery with the highest honor befitting a U.S. Army General; they were both Private First Class. They were the first Japanese American soldiers to be buried at Arlington Cemetery.

    At the funeral, General Jacob L. Devers, Chief of Army Field Forces, who commanded the Sixth Army Group under which the 442nd RCT fought in France, eulogized the Army’s tribute to the Nisei stating that “There is one supreme and final test of loyalty to one’s native land. This test is readiness and willingness to fight for and, if need be, to die for one’s country.  These Americans and their fellows, passed that test with colors flying .They proved their loyalty and devotion beyond all question.  The United States Army salutes you Pfc Fumitake Nagato and Pfc Saburo Tanamachi. You and your compatriots will live in our hearts and our history as Americans, first class”.

    Among the 18 honorary pallbearers were: General Jacob L. Devers, M/General John E Dahlquist (Commander of Texas 36th Div), M/General Charles L. Bolte (Commander of 34th Div), M/General Hobart R. Gay (CG of Military Dist of Washington),  M/General

George A Horkan (Chief of Memorial Div, Office of Quartermaster General), Colonel Virgil R. Miller (CO of 442nd RCT), Colonel C.W.Pence (original CO of 442nd RCT), Colonel Charles H Owens (CO of 141st Inf Regiment),Colonel James Notestein (CO of infantry regiment who fought along side of 442nd), Lt. Colonel James M Hanley (CO of 442nd 2nd Bn to which Nagato and Tanamachi belonged at the time of their deaths), John J McCloy (President of World Bank), Dillon S. Myer (Director of InterAmerican Institute), Representative Ed Gosset (Democrat from Texas), Gordon L McDonough (Republican from California),  Walter Judd (Republican from Minnesota). Jesse Shima (hd of Japanese American Society of Washington), Ira Shimasaki ( President of Washington JACL) and Mike Masaoka (national legislative director of JACL)

     On July 15, 1946 at the White House ceremony honoring the 100th Bn and the 442nd RCT, President Harry Truman said “ You fought not only the enemy but you fought prejudice and you won….keep up that fight and we will continue to win….to make this great republic stand for just what the constitution says it stands for: the welfare of all of the people all of the time”. 

    While the original intent may have been to honor the Japanese pioneers , in this day and age, the “Jap Road” in Jefferson County in highly demeaning and racially derogatory to 

all Japanese Americans, especially to WWII Japanese American veterans, who fought not only the enemy but also prejudice. All the generals and the dignitaries honored the two Japanese American soldiers , killed in action , at their funeral  and they were only Private First Class. One, Saburo Tanamachi is from Beaumont, TX area. If these generals and dignitaries thought so highly of these two soldiers, we hope all of you will likewise honor Saburo Tanamachi and change the name of the offensive and derogatory street name. 
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