Dear Fellow Veterans, 

The purpose of this letter is to bring to your attention an important and urgent issue.  You may have already been alerted about the public hearing on July 19, 2004 on the “Jap Road” issue in Beaumont, Jefferson County, Texas.  

Until the 1960's, the unmarked street had the official name of "Old Farm Road" but was often referred to as "Jap Road" because a number of residents were Issei and Nisei. In the early 1960's, a road sign appeared with the name "Jap Road," with the reason, according to local residents, being "to honor" an early Japanese rice farmer, Yoshio Mayumi, a resident of Beaumont area.    For over the last 12 years some local Japanese Americans have attempted to get the name changed stating the word “Jap” is derisive and insulting to a racial group.  However, their requests have been ignored by the Jefferson County commissioners, who have the power to direct a name change.  

Sandra Tanamachi of Beaumont,  Texas,  the principal activist for the name change, said that Jefferson County Judge Carl Griffith has set Monday, July 19, 2004 for a hearing on why "Jap" Road should be renamed. 

 Sandra’s uncle, Saburo Tanamachi, who was born and raised in Beaumont, served in Co. E,  442nd Regimental Combat Team and was killed in action on October 29, 1944, one day before the 100th/442nd broke through to rescue  the 1st Battalion, 141st Regiment, 36th (Texas) Division trapped by  Nazi forces  in the French Vosges Mountains.  The 1st Battalion, called the “Lost Battalion” by the press,  was to be annihilated according to interrogation reports obtained later.  The 100th/442nd sustained casualties three times the 211 that survived this battle, which was one of ten most fiercely fought battles in U.S. Army history.   In recognition of the rescue by Japanese Americans, Texas Governor John Connally issued  in 1963 a proclamation making 100th/442nd members honorary citizens of Texas.   

With this great sacrifice and recognition by the State of Texas, it is ironic that this discriminatory incident involving "Jap Road" would occur in Texas, notwithstanding in Beaumont.

John Tateishi, JACL National Executive Director plans to attend the hearing to testify for the name change.  

We urge you to send a letter, telegram, email, or similar message to Judge Griffith requesting the name change in support of Sandra’s testimony.  This is an issue that involves all Japanese Americans, especially veterans of all wars and military expeditions.  

There is attached a letter containing additional information that was sent to Jefferson County commissioners by a group of Washington, D.C. veterans.    Please use it as an example of a message to send and to draw points from it without any attribution.

If you plan to send a letter to Judge Griffith,  we recommend that you send a copy, via email, to Sandra Tanamachi (Stanamachi@aol.com).  If any veteran wishes to go to Beaumont to testify, please contact Sandra.

Many thanks,  

Terry Shima

Vice-President, JAVA

