The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.
Jefferson County Judge
Jefferson County Courthouse
1149 Pearl Street
Beaumont, TX 77704          

Dear Sir:

I am a veteran of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the sole surviving medic among the eight remaining men of Company I.  Our company spearheaded the rescue of the besieged men of the 36th (Texas) Infantry Division from annhilation in the Vosges Mountains of northeastern France. 

I am writing to you as an honorary citizen of Texas, a title bestowed on us by then Governor John Connally and a grateful State of Texas. You are empowered to change the street names. Please understand that to retain the names, Jap Road / Lane, would be not only demeaning, but a mockery of the sacrifices and efforts of WWII Japanese American veterans; of the memories of Japanese Americans, who died to rid us, once and for all, of the stigma of being called a "Jap"; of the memory of Beaumont resident, Sandra Tanamachi's uncle, Saburo, who was killed in action during the rescue; of the memory of early Japanese residents of the road; and of all Americans of Japanese descent. Please consider changing the street names. 

Sincerely,

Victor S. Izui, DDS
2346 Clover Lane
Northfield, IL 60093-2704

442nd RCT, Medic-Co I
