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Fourth of July, 2004

 The Commissioners of Jefferson County, Texas

1149 Pearl Street

Beaumont, Texas 77704

Dear Honorable Commissioners:

I write as an honorary citizen of Texas as well as an original member of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team attached to the Texas 36th Division in France during WWII.  I was wounded on the night of Oct. 28, 1944, in an ill-fated ration detail of 12 men who came under sudden heavy artillery barrage in darkness where only four survived with injuries.  Two days later, the Texas “lost battalion” was rescued.  

Just five weeks ago, I returned from a special tour of the old battle sites in Italy and France and to pay our final respects to our fallen comrades memorialized at the Florence, Italy and Epinal, France well-kept US Military Cemeteries.  For us veterans, it was a somewhat sad but sweet and memorable “last hurrah!”   But what is more, the experience of meeting the Italian and French people of the villages and towns that we had liberated was something else.   Everywhere we went, they greeted us with open arms, smiles and even held simple but meaningful ceremonies commemorating our deeds, plus elaborate luncheons with wines flowing.  Each town has a monument or a plaque to remember us. The town of Bruyeres, France, population 3,000, even had a ceremony up in the Vosges Mountains where the “lost battalion” was finally linked. The feelings of deep-seated indebted gratitude for their liberation are difficult to describe or relate, but they are there.  In this respect, the town has renamed their roads, e.g. there is a 442nd Road and a Honolulu Way.  What an honor!

This brings me to the focus of this letter.  I can really understand the feelings of Beaumont people when they first named the street, “Jap Road,” in memory and recognition of Mr. Yoshio Mayumi, a pioneer rice farmer.   But with language sometimes playing a nasty social and psychological game as seen in the word, “Jap,” I and the rest of the Japanese Americans feel that it is time to correct and restitute the word to its more complete and unmistakable meaning, i.e. Japanese.  Thus, I beg you to consider the matter and simply change the name to “Japanese Road.”

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth K. Inada

Honorary Texan,

K Company, 442nd RCTHonoH      

