Honorable Jefferson County Commissioners:
 

I am aware that your community will be soon considering a name change of "Jap Road" in Beaumont, Jefferson County, Texas, to "Japanese Road", remaining consistent with the original intent of the name which was to acknowledge an individual of Japanese heritage in your community. My understanding is that the naming of the road, which was over fifty years ago, had no malicious intent or ill will.  However, I wish o express my support of the proposal to change the name.
 

I am the daughter of a 442nd Regimental Combat Team veteran...the Japanese/American regiment which sustained over 800 wounded or killed to save 210 men of the "Lost Battalion", 36th Texas Division, in one of the most fiercely fought battles during WWII.   Texas Governor John Connally, in 1963, made members of the 442nd RCT  honorary citizens of Texas.  Further, one of your own, Saburo Tanamachi who was born in Beaumont, died in that battle.   These men fought not only to save their fellow soldiers, but they were also fighting and dying to prove to the people of the United States, that they were loyal American citizens, fighting for the values America stands for...freedom, democracy, equality, and respect for the individual.  My father was fighting, risking his life,  in Europe while his family, my mother and sister were detained  in a relocation camp near Boise, Idaho, and called "japs" at home, which was, and still is, demeaning and discriminatory.  They fought bravely, many losing their lives, because they wanted all Japanese Americans to be respected and treated as  American citizens.

 

I humbly respect the sentiments of the community and that there was no ill intent in the original naming of "Jap Road"; but consider what the name "Jap Road" implies today to so many outside of your community, those who do not know its origin, and to your children and residents of your community who will eventually forget.  The word is offensive to so many, not just those of Japanese heritage, but anyone who deplores discrimination and bigotry.  Is this how your community and municipality wish to be perceived? Do you wish, as a governmental body, to support and encourage the continued use of an offensive word in the future?  

 

As the daughter of an "honorary" citizen of Texas, I support the change to "Japanese Road" .  Thank you for your consideration.
.Sincerely,   
Barbara J. Horiuchi
1314 North Dearborn
Chicago, IL 60610
312.664.0535 (h)
312.218.8137 (c)
bhoriuchi@ix.netcom.com
 

