Honorable Judge Griffith,

I am writing this email in the hope that it may sway your decision to change the name of Jap road. 
While I am way out here in California, this issue was brought to my attention over a decade a go when I met a member of the Houston Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League. Many Japanese Americans remember (even as I grew up in the late 60's and 70's) being taunted as young children with that word.
It was a word that we knew was hurtful and wrong, but it was also something that our parents (who were imprisoned in Topaz, Utah during WWII) couldn't or wouldn't articulate it's meaning. It was just too painful to talk about.
Here we are in 2004, and while it seems that "time heals all..." it is something that needs to be addressed not only on principle but as a reminder of how far we have come and sadly how far we must go.

Respectfully,

Leslie Hata, DDS


http://www.nvo.com/hatadds/
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