July 16, 2004
To Judge Carl Griffith, Jr.:
 


As a former chapter president of the Cleveland chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League, a chapter representative for the Anti-Hate program for our Midwest district and a member of the Northern Ohio Hate Crimes Working Group, I am appalled by the fact that such a road exists. As a third-generation Japanese-American the word is very offensive to me and my family and feel name of the road should be changed. 
 


My family was subjected to prejudice and hatred that was brought about by the Second World War and interned in Utah and Arkansas. I have been subjected to some of the same prejudicial mind-set and this word, although only a word, brings many negative emotions to me. To allow this name to remain will only further the attitude that racial prejudice is still acceptable in our day and age. This is not a politically correct issue; it is a disturbing issue that the name of this road has remained for so long. 
 


If the original motivation for naming this road Jap Road was to honor the Japanese immigrants that settled here over 100 years ago, then allowing this name any further no longer honors them and their families. I am deeply upset at the ignorance displayed with the fight against the changing of the name. This further emphasizes the need for changing the name and educating the people that this is not acceptable and is very offensive not only to Japanese-Americans, but to many, many people in this country. 
 

I am writing to urge the Jefferson County Commisioner’s Court to erase Jap Road from the county and sincerely honor the Japanese immigrants by naming the road Mayumi Road.
 

Sincerely,
 

Scott Furukawa
356 Manhattan Parkway
Painesville, Ohio 44077-5064
