Dear Jefferson County Commission:








July 17, 2004
 

I lived in Texas for 12 years.  I was employed by the U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers (COE).  I traveled throughout Texas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Arkansas and Oklahoma as a member of the COE.  Not once was the word Jap used in the many meetings and conversations with the federal, state, county, city, river authorities, harbor authorities, social organizations, citizens and members of the armed forces.  My son graduated from Texas A&M, and he, too, never heard the word Jap used by the professors, students and administstrators.  I was not aware that such a word was still being used in such a public manner in Jefferson County. 

 We still own property in Texas and I hope to one day return to Texas upon retirement. 

 I respectfully request that the great State of Texas, Jefferson County, change the name of Jap Road to Mayumi Road in honor of the Japanese-American contributions to Jefferson County.   

 Respectfully,

 Shigeru “Fuji” Fujiwara

