The Hon. Judge Carl Griffith, Jr.
Jefferson County Courthouse
1149 Pearl Street
Beaumont, TX 77704





                        Re: Controversy regarding the renaming of 
                                        road in county


Dear Judge Griffith:


As a former Texas resident in both Bexar and Ector
counties and visitor to Jefferson County (I had
friends in Nederland), I hope you will take a moment
to consider my opinion.

I am also a member of the Japanese American Citizens
League and have been aware of the controversy over
”Jap Road” for many years. I’m amazed the change has
not taken place.

I urge the people of Jefferson County to adopt a new
name to the road. This should not be a difficult
process, and I have read of other, positive names that
can be used to honor the pioneers who settled in the
area.

You folks do not need a lecture on civil rights from
me. I know all too well the politics of East Texas,
but I know there are many good Texans who want to try
to correct the injustices of the past. The current
name of the road is offensive to me, and I am
Caucasian. My father fought the Japanese in World War
II. 

I have worked for my religious denomination teaching
English in Japan, so I am well aware of the wrongs
committed by the Imperial Japanese military forces.
But the war is over, and the time for changing the
name of this road is long overdue.

Thank you for taking time to consider my opinion. I
want the best for Texas. I know its people are
warm-hearted, and I know the countryside is beautiful.
ItUs time to show this spirit to the rest of the
world.

Sincerely,


Douglas A. Clark
(650) 588-1261

