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Change shameful street names

My wife and I recently accompanied her father to revisit some of the battlefields in France where he fought during World War II with the all-Japanese 100th Battalion, 442nd Regiment.  He volunteered from an internment camp in Idaho.

   One of the battlefields we visited was the site where the Army’s 36th Infantry Division (Texas), 1st Battalion, 141st Regiment (later known as The Lost Battalion) were involved in a battle.

   The men of the 141st were trapped behind enemy lines, and in going in to rescue them, the 100th Battalion lost a little more that 800 men.

Following the rescue, the commander of the 36th visited Company K headquarters to thank the men personally.

   After the brief ceremony, the commander told the ranking officer that he was disappointed in the turnout to hear his speech.  He was informed that only 17 men were left from the original 205.   Company K went to battle with 205 and returned with 17.

   My fathering-law was one of the 17.

   When I see how these men fought and died to help other soldiers, it makes me ashamed that there are streets in Beaumont, Vidor and Orange that are named “Jap Street” or “Jap Lane.”

   Why not rename these streets?

   This needs to be corrected.

 






           - Russ Brown

                                                                                                    Kingwood
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