The Honorable Judge Griffith,


 
 My name is Thomas Wei, and I am writing on behalf of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), Berkeley Chapter's Civil Rights Committee.  Most of our committee's activities revolve around supporting local initiatives and planning educational activities; however, when I heard about the Houston Chapter's struggle over the past ten years to change the name of Jap Road, I felt that this was a fundamentally racist issue that our committee had to rally around.

First, I would like to thank you for convening a hearing around this issue.  This road is a racial slur, plain and simple.  The slur is hurtful not to just Japanese Americans, but to ALL Asian Americans.  We appreciate the fact that the intention behind the name of this road was to honor the early Japanese American settlers in that area, but the fact that such a name was chosen belies the racial attitudes that exists to this day.  
    

The overwhelming majority of Japanese Americans find the name of this road offensive, and if this road was meant to honor Japanese American settlers, shouldn't the name reflect the wishes of the community it honors?  We appreciate the opportunity to express our opinions and sincerely hope that this issue will be resolved under your watchful eye.


Respectfully,

Thomas Wei
Berkeley JACL
P.O. Box 7609 
Berkeley, California 94707-0609

