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July 4, 2004

The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.
County Judge 
Jefferson County Courthouse 
1149 Pearl Street 
Beaumont, TX 77704-4025 

RE: Jap Road 

The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.: 


Thank you for focusing on “Jap Road” in Jefferson County.  The Berkeley Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) commends you for placing the issue surrounding “Jap Road” on the July 19 Jefferson County Commissioners Court agenda.

Our judicial system must act as a role model for the people it serves and must rule that racial slurs should not be used, especially when naming streets.  The original intent of the street name was to pay respect to the Japanese immigrants who raised rice farms in that area.  However, over time, the term “Jap” has evolved into a racial slur and, in fact, disgraces the very people it was meant to honor, as well as all Japanese Americans.  

We are truly offended by the government’s nonchalant attitude towards racial slurs, as if the government doesn’t want to acknowledge its racist past or present.  “Jap Road” has been normalized and the racial stigma that should be attached to it has been diminished. This does not mean that the issue should be forgotten.  Rather, we should pursue it more vigorously.  Thus, we appreciate your move to hear the case.

Thank you for helping us in our efforts to change “Jap Road” to an appropriate name.  Today we celebrate our nation’s independence.  Let us rekindle our patriotism by bestowing equality and respect to all Americans.  

Sincerely,

Emily Teruya

Vice President, Berkeley JACL Chapter

cc: George Hirasaki, Houston JACL Chapter President   Mark Kobayashi, NCWNPD Governor   

   Patty Wada, NCWNPD Director

   Berkeley JACL Board of Directors

The Honorable Judge Griffith,


 
 My name is Thomas Wei, and I am writing on behalf of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), Berkeley Chapter's Civil Rights Committee.  Most of our committee's activities revolve around supporting local initiatives and planning educational activities; however, when I heard about the Houston Chapter's struggle over the past ten years to change the name of Jap Road, I felt that this was a fundamentally racist issue that our committee had to rally around.

First, I would like to thank you for convening a hearing around this issue.  This road is a racial slur, plain and simple.  The slur is hurtful not to just Japanese Americans, but to ALL Asian Americans.  We appreciate the fact that the intention behind the name of this road was to honor the early Japanese American settlers in that area, but the fact that such a name was chosen belies the racial attitudes that exists to this day.  
    

The overwhelming majority of Japanese Americans find the name of this road offensive, and if this road was meant to honor Japanese American settlers, shouldn't the name reflect the wishes of the community it honors?  We appreciate the opportunity to express our opinions and sincerely hope that this issue will be resolved under your watchful eye.


Respectfully,

Thomas Wei
Berkeley JACL
P.O. Box 7609 
Berkeley, California 94707-0609
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