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June 29,2004

Carl R. Griffith, Jr.

County Judge

Jefferson County Courthouse

1149 Pearl Street

Beaumont, TX 77704-4025

(409) 727-2191, ext. 8466

Fax: (409) 839-2311

cgriffith@co.jefferson.tx.us 

REF:
Jap Road

The Honorable Carl R. Griffith, Jr.


Thank you for placing on the Jefferson Commissioners Court agenda July 19 a hearing on the road name of “Jap Road” in Jefferson County.  This road name as well as “Jap Lane” in Orange County is of great concern to Japanese Americans.  I grew up in Orange County close to the road that is now called, “Jap Lane.”  I am now president of the Houston Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League.  It is my responsibility to express the views of Japanese Americans who have and continue to suffer the insults of being called “Jap.”  My suffering of having my school bus driver open the door one-half mile from my home and told, “You Japs can walk!” is minor compared the Japanese Americans from the West Coast who had to relocate to concentration camps during WWII and face signs saying, “Japs go home!” when they returned to their homes. During World War II, “Jap” meant the enemy.  I plan to attend the hearing on July 19 and express the opinions of Japanese Americans.


We have the history of our efforts to change the road name on our website,  www.jacl-houston.org .

Sincerely,

George Jiro Hirasaki

President, Japanese American Citizens League – Houston Chapter

