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Japanese Iin

By STEVEN K. SANO

Japanese-Texans? Who would
have ever thought there was any
significant Japanese American
activity away from either of the
coasts? Who would have ever
thought there would be a Japa-
nese American Citizens League
chapter in Houston, Japanese
supplemental schools in Austin,
Dallas, Houston, Laredo, and
San Antonio, and Japan-
America Societies in Austin, Dal-
las, Houston and San Antonio?

And who would have ever
thought there were two Japanese
American and Japanese Latin
American internment camps in
Kenedy and Crystal City, Texas?

Japanese-Texans will soon cel-
ebrate over 100 years of Texas
settlement during this next year,
and we are proud to report an
increase in Japanese American
activity here in San Antonio,
Texas. The first Japanese-Texans
came to the Houston area in the
late 1800s and early 1900s to
develop the rice industry. I ar-
rived only in the mid-1980s.

It has been two years since I
have become actively involved
in developing the Japan-
America Society of San Anto-
nio. Finally, I feel that JASSA
is transforming itself into a
credible cultural and educa-
tional community organization.
JASSA is rapidly becoming a
strong cultural organization
and assisting in the develop-
ment of many educational ini-
tiatives given the number of in-
stitutions interested in Asian
‘and Japanese programming.

Within the city of San Anto-
nio, we are outreaching into the
African American community,
where we are providing Japa-
nese curricula to the David
Robinson’s Carver Academy and
have made alliances with the
Alamo City Chamber of Com-
merce and the African American
Leadership Institute. Addition-
ally, we are assisting Our Lady
of the Lake University’s Office
of the Vice President for Insti-
tutional Advancement, the Uni-
versity of the Incarnate Word,
the Instituto Cultural
Mexicano, and directly to the
San Antonio Mayor’s Office, to
diversify their vision, and to gar-
ner public and corporate sup-

port for this organization.

In cooperation with the Jew-
ish Community we are planning
to co-sponsoring initiatives ex-
ploring our common ground dur-
ing the Holocaust, in particular
the many contributions of Japa-
nese diplomats and citizens sav-
ing Jewish lives. Further, we are
involved in the telling the history
and development of facilities for
remembering the Japanese
American and Japanese Latin
American De ent of Justice
Internment Camps in Kenedy
and Crystal City, Texas. Finally,
are supporting the efforts of the
San Antonio Museum of Art in
their construction of their Asian
Art Wing, which will house a pre-
mier collection of Asian Art.

Given the current state of af-
fairs with Mexico, I feel we are
in a unique position to allow San
Antonio and South Texas an al-
ternative to the Latin American
markets and culture, and look
east rather than south for a
source of inspiration and eco-
nomic development.

I believe our vision for San
Antonio is to assist in the de-
velopment of an educational
and cultural infrastructure to
help foster and develop eco-
nomic growth for this region.

Qur vision is to further grow
our community to appreciate and
maintain the Japanese and
Asian heritage that helped de-
velop San Antonio and south
Texas. In developing these initia-
tives we must also include dia-
logue to develop a Japanese (or
Asian) Educational and Cultural
Center, which can further unify
our community and address do-
mestic problems and programs.

According to 2000 Census
data there are more than 1,700
persons in San Antonio that
claim full Japanese ancestry,
but the number grows to ap-
proximately 3,200 with the in-
clusion of those persons who
claim to be part Japanese. The
population further swells, ac-
cording to the Houston Consul
General of Japan, with the ad-
dition of the 400 or so Japanese
nationals, students and green-
card holders close to 4,000 per-
sons claiming Japanese
ethnicity in San Antonio.

Although these numbers seem

relatively small to those outside
the coasts, we have (as a commu-
nity) contributed to developing
the economic infrastructure of
the city. Now we must move to-
wards political
empowerment f
to further de-
veloping our
community.
And in this
city, the out-

come
of many
elections
may be de-
termined by a
few thousand
votes. I do believe we
have a critical mass.

Part of our goal, and our
mission, can be divided into
four sections: first we must
identify our Nikkei population
through information and out-
reach into the different commu-
nities throughout central and
south Texas; second is to main-
tain our identity through self-
awareness, newcomer services,
and youth programs; third is to
preserve our traditions through
educational and cultural initia-
tives; and fourth is to assist our
Issei and Nisei seniors of Cen-
tral and South Texas through
housing, health care, “bento
box” on wheels and economic
relief programs.

But we must always be mind-
ful that the mission statement
for the Japan America Society
is to foster better relationships
between Japan and the United
States through cultural, educa-
tional and business programs.

There is a reality that we
must be able to have a meeting
place, organizational offices,
and a program site to develop,
foster, and execute our initia-
tives and vision. The develop-
ment of a Japanese community
center will be a difficult
struggle, and it may be eco-
nomically disheartening, but it
will be a triumph of the Japa-
nese American community and
the city of San Antonio to build
a home that it can call its own.

The Center will be a symbol

of how the community can come
together to build a permanent
legacy for generations to come.
Our journey will be about
people in the community, the
businesses, the organizations,
and the many individuals and
families of this community who
give of their talents and time
to make this Center into a re-

ality.
This summer I met with Japa-
nese community leaders
from many cities,
both domestic
and abroad,
about how

they devel-

oped their

Japan

towns,
their com-
munity cen-
ters, and
the elderly
food and shelter
programs. I now real-
ize, even more, that a
Japanese community
center is an attainable
goal and I further recognize that
current San Antonio community
programs are not sensitive and
do not respond effectively to the
needs of our Asian community.

I understand we have gen-
erational, cultural (native vs.
foreign born) and language dif-
ficulties within our community.
I believe we need to inventory
our community resources and
begin to realize our strengths
and identify our weaknesses.
We must look at ways to fund
our initiatives and partner with
those organizations that see a
benefit to these programs.
Doing anything worthwhile

is always a struggle, but we
have a vision and we have at-
tainable goals. I have a legacy
of being from a dynamic Japa-
nese-Californian family which
has endured for 100 years, and
now have inherited a history of
over 100 years of being Japa-
nese-Texan. Nikkei will survive
for another 100 years.
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